AGM report
Chibobo Mission Trip
In June/July 2008 a group of 9 people representing St. Mary’s travelled to Chibobo, Zambia, to support this community and to understand more of their life and needs. It was a privilege to share in their lives for the 10 days that we were at Chibobo. 

The goals for St. Mary’s mission trips are:

· to help us broaden our vision of God’s work in our world;

· to firm up our connections with those we support;

· to enable people to be extended and to grow in their understanding of and relationship with God; and

· to provide an outlet for people to make a practical and positive contribution to the lives of those who are less fortunate than ourselves.

During our time at Chibobo the team were involved in a range of activities, including:

· Construction of a playground at Chibobo Basic School

· Teaching craft skills to the orphanage carers and others.

· Training of church leaders

· CRE in Chibobo Basic school & with others

· Examination of mechanical equipment

· Involvement in Chibobo community church services

· Strengthened relationship with Help Ministries Project (HMP), who is the NGO that oversees the work we are involved with at Chibobo.

· Meeting with the board & management of HMP and receiving their proposals and listening to their hopes & dreams for their community.

· Our physical presence at Chibobo, reminding them of how much we love and care for them

Whilst we were there Joshua Chibuye had his 1st operation on his club feet in Australia, and we were privileged to be able to share in the joy of the operation’s success with his family and community.

Flowing on from our visit have been many legacies, including the development of a number of proposals that will have a long lasting impact on the community. The ‘Koala Club’ was formed to train locals in craft skills, especially sewing and knitting, and the St. Mary’s Stitch and Sew group are involved in how this group moves forward. The ‘Mechanics for Chibobo’ vision, developed by Phil Stacy, Ken Garth and Wade Goudie, aims to train local people as mechanics, build a workshop facility in the nearest town, Serenje, and to create links with other organisations in Zambia. Both of these initiatives will have long term impacts on the sustainability of the community.
St. Mary’s have also been able to fund a range of projects. Through the mission giving, Vestry has funded the purchase of 2 bicycles and a large number of bemba bibles (the local language) to help with the Christian outreach in the Chibobo area. The giving of parishioners has also funded cutlery and cooking equipment, plus tables and chairs, for the orphanage, 2 sewing machines, a new battery for the tractor and money to assist with the establishment of a commercial piggery. Supplies of knitting wool have been sent to assist the Koala Club.

Thank you to everyone who has supported the work of St. Mary’s, both financially and through your prayers. A special thank you is extended to the face painting team, Olive Hill Estate, Stitch & Sew, a number of home groups and Sunbury Divas. 

It is anticipated that there will be another mission trip to Chibobo and Zambia in 2010.

Mike Lampard

