AGM report
Our Mission to the Chibobo Community.

The past 12 months have been a time of consolidation, building on the new visions developed during the 2008 Chibobo trip. We are very thankful to the St. Mary’s community for their support of the Chibobo community. This has taken many forms:

· Joshua Chibuye returned to Chibobo in February following his 8 months in Australia. The surgery on his club feet, made possible with the support of Moira Kelly’s Children First Foundation, has enabled Joshua to have a brighter future. During his time in Australia he became a regular member at St. Mary’s, attending services and being welcomed into the families of many of our parishioners. On behalf of Joshua and his family, THANK YOU to all who made him welcome. Joshua has returned to Zambia with a renewed hope for the future and is blossoming into a fine young man.

· The Koala Club, supported by Stitch ‘n’ Sew, continues to thrive. They are growing in numbers and skills, aided by the goods that have been sent over as well as the visit by Gill Garth in July. The Koala club have made uniforms for the orphans to wear to school and have also made ‘swag bags’ and place mats to sell in Australia, available through ‘Just Planet’ in Sunbury. The impact of the Koala Club on the Chibobo community has been immense, and is one way that our small contributions have a lasting impact on others.

· The work of the Mechanics for Serenje/Chibobo group, headed up by Phil Stacy, Ken Garth and Warren Mills, is also having a big impact. The team visited Chibobo and other parts of Zambia in July to consolidate their vision, and they have joined forces with the Bike Empowerment Network (BEN Bikes). A local man, John Chilangwa, is being trained as a mechanic at Mechanics for Africa, Ndola, and plans are well underway to source and ship a container of bikes and equipment to Zambia, hopefully in 2010. A workshop will be set up at Chibobo to service local equipment, and a larger, commercial workshop is planned for Serenje. The visit by the team also enabled a lot of maintenance to occur as well as training locals in how to care for their bicycles, their main means of transport.
· Funds from St. Mary’s have enabled the purchase of cutlery, crockery and furniture for the orphanage, bibles and bicycles for the local pastors plus a range of craft materials.

· Gavin & Vicki Ward visited Chibobo in August to continue the training of the local pastors and church leaders, helping to equip them for their work in this remote region of Zambia. God certainly blessed them during their visit, and contacts that they made enabled study bibles to be supplied to a number of the pastors. 

Plans are underway for the 2010 Mission Trip. The World Soccer Cup in South Africa, which is happening at the same time, has meant some changes to the itinerary. At this stage a group of 10 will be travelling to Chibobo, led by Gavin Ward, Mike Lampard and Annette Swaffield. Planned projects include the refurbishment of the church and painting of the orphanage, although I am sure that other needs will be identified in the coming months.
Please continue to pray for Staivous Mulumba as he leads the community and for the people of Chibobo. Thank you to all who have supported our work there through their time, prayer and finances. Every bit helps, and 100% of donations go directly to the community. We receive regular reports of how the funds have been spent and can see the difference that they are making.
 Mike Lampard
