CHIBOBO TRIP – 2009
On July 23rd 2009 Phil Stacy, Warren Mills, Ken and I left for Chibobo.  The aim of this trip was to assist with maintenance at Chibobo and to establish the possibility of setting up a mechanics workshop in Serenje in the future.

We flew into Ndola, a large city in the NE of Zambia and not far from the mining area.  We were fortunate enough to stay at MMM (Mobile Mission Maintenance) and were able to meet with various people and see what types of training programs they run.  This ranged from tailoring, brick making, and general maintenance, woodwork, literacy courses and various outreach programs.   Not far away was MFA (Mechanics for Africa) another training school. It was a great pleasure to meet up with John Chilangwa whose training is being sponsored by the Sunbury Mechanics for Chibobo team.   He is doing very well and proudly showed us his last semester’s report.  We were able to see first hand the school where he is being trained as a vehicle mechanics and were introduced to Charlie Watt the founding director.
After two days, Staivous picked us up and drove us to Chibobo.   It was an exciting feeling to once again enter their grounds and hear 60 orphans singing a welcome song to us.  I remembered many of the orphans from last time and there were many hugs from the carers.  It was an absolute delight to meet with Joshua and is Mother. The team was very busy for the next 10 days with maintenance tasks on vehicles, bikes, playgrounds and daily meetings with the ladies in the Koala club.
We spent a weekend in Serenje to have a meeting with the directors of the Serenje and Chibobo Orphanages to discuss the proposed mechanics workshop in Serenje.  The workshop will be a joint venture between the two orphanages, owned and managed by them with the profits being slipt between them.  It will have a local Zambian board of management which will be assisted by an over sea’s board of management consisting of people from Melbourne and Europe.   
We were also fortunate to be there at a time when the Serenje local government was releasing land at a minimal cost. If the application goes through okay in September, the Orphanages will have land to build the workshop project on.   MMM have expressed an interest in building it and Kevin Gilbert (Serenje) has agreed to try to obtain grants for the construction costs while the MFC team in Melbourne will supply the equipment.
Back at Chibobo, the maintenance and training program was well underway with many bikes being repaired by the locals with our training.  Bicycles are their only means of transport and with the dust, bumpy roads and poor maintenance the men had their work cut out for them.   Some of the inner tubes had been repaired so many times it was hard to distinguish what was tube and what was a patch!   The tractor, Hilux Ute and generator were all overhauled but sadly, our shipment that we sent in March did not arrive in time.  So, we were unable to use the many filters, tools etc in it.    The guys were able to teach some of the carers’ bike maintenance and set up a regular program for them.   John Chilangwa was on holidays from his training school so it was great to see him getting involved in the maintenance of the vehicles.   He is a quiet, unassuming boy but works hard and will be a great asset to the community once he is trained.

The Koala Club started in 2008 to teach the carers how to knit and sew, has gone from strength to strength and now has grown from 9 to 24.   Some of the ladies walk up to 10 km to attend and many come with babies on their backs.   It was truly inspirational to talk and work alongside these enthusiastic ladies.   They proudly showed me all the “goodies” they had made over the year, including school uniforms for the orphans and many hats and scarves.

Over the next few days, we had classes every day and you should have seen their faces when I opened up the suitcase of donated sewing equipment that I had bought over from Australia! Up until this time, they had been working for a year with only one pair of scissors. Now each lady was presented with their own sewing kit containing scissors, pins, needles, cotton, tape measure and elastic.  There were grins from ear to ear!
From money donated I was able to purchase African “chitenges” material, the type they use for wrap skirts, and showed them how to make simple bags and placemats.  These were brought back and Just Planet in O’Shanassy St has agreed to sell them for me with the profits going back to the Koala Club.
I would like to encourage anyone who is thinking of going to Chibobo next year to “get out of the boat”, go, you will not regret it, and there are things to do for everyone.
Gill Garth

